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TERRORISM (r@mam)

Terrorism is the use or threat of violence to create fear and alarm. Terrorists
murder and kidnap people, set off bombs, hijack airplanes, set fires, and
commit other serious crimes. But the goals of terroists differ from those of



ordinary criminals. Most criminals want money or some other form of
personal gain. But most terrorists commit crimes to support political causes.
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Most terrorist groups have a small number of members. They believe the
threat or use of violence to create fear is the best way to gain publicity and
support for their causes.

Common victims of terrorist kidnappings and assassinations include
diplomats, business executives, political leaders, judges and police.

Terrorists simply choose any target certain to attract newspaper or TV
coverage. They often threaten to kill the hostages if their demands are not
met. Bombings make up about half of all terrorist acts.

Most terrorist groups fail to achieve their long range political goals.
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Terrorism may cross national boundaries. A quarrel in one nation may
produce terrorist attacks in several other countries.

Some governments secretly support certain terrorist groups by providing
weapons, training and money for attacks in other countries. *
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History of Terrorism

The word terrorism first appeared during the French Revolution (1789-
1799). Some of the revolutionaries who seized power in France adopted a
policy of violence against their enemies.

An American group, the Ku Klux Klan used violence to terrorize blacks and
their sympathizers in 1865 and during 1900’s. In 1930’s the dictators Adlof
Hitler of Germany, Benito Mussolini of Italy and Joseph Stalin of Soviet
Union used terrorism to discourage opposition to their governments. **
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Another wave of terrorism began during the 1960’s. Terrorist groups that
surfaced included the Red Brigades in Italy and the Red Army Faction in
West Germany. Before the independence of Israel in 1948, a Jewish group
used terror to speed the end of the British rule in Palestine and create a
Jewish homeland.

Since 1960’s various Palestinian groups carried out campaign of terrorism
aimed at.......the establishment of an independent Palestinian state.

The provisional Irish Republican Army, established in 1970 used violence in
its fight to rid Northern Ireland of British rule.

A Puerto rican Nationalist group called FALN Committed numerous
bombings in US during 1970’s.*
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